


‘No. 649,443, . Patented May i5, 1900.
E. GEOFFRION & C. E. BELANGER.
VOTING MACHINE.

(Application filed Mar. 4, 1899.)

(No Model.) o2 6 Sheets—Sheet 2.
Z N | |
ZNl RS J
 c | © 5 , “
Z1 8 NZ |
Z =2 /o S
"/é ~ W
N N
z ;ﬁ
N =
N 5
Z
w41 4
0 ; L s T @0
A = = ’ﬁ__&i N Q
N\ SN S N S= \
5 Z TR B
s | 2T N
1
:5 2 N
d‘ I‘Q)
o Nig
~ T
e N\ 2 _
\ l il 1|]I|
=
2
= © R
, g .
\ S
.‘_r. H ——U SN = ;_&‘:_ _&21
= = \ ) Iu> ’ 1\ V = ; !ll‘ [\"‘I“ ” l|] & \
o -
I :
g % QY \
ifnesses: ' N Inventor$
el 225 g§ > S

_their SAttorneys.

THE NORRIS PETERS CO., PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON. D. C.




N

A}

| (o

6 Sheets—Sheet 3.

R

-t
ot

R

Patented May 15, 1900.

E. GEOFFRION & C. E. BELANGER.

Ll

L. - g O (O m 55 OF o DoamfBr 3003
m&mgg%?ﬁ-‘?&ﬁ%?%-« -4—1&:0:0&&% tﬂﬁ’%m&bﬁt\g

TN

VOTING MACHINE.
(Application filed Mar. 4, 1899,

1

FAMIMNMNN

" {d

it

DI

6/ ol

8

AN

NN
)

ooyt

NN \\.\)\\\

Xt

oy

DAY

NS

9/
8l

¢/
o/

DR
@

I
/
3

No. 649,443,

{No Model.)

DN

} ~, Inventors,
M

—

(72 %
_Fheiv olttorneys.

frioh 9,

Seoffel
Gole§ Bdouard Belapger

EFnest €
By

7o B>
Foyner® (Duechiy

(Ditnesses;

THE NORMIS PETERS CO. PHOTOLITHO., WASHINGTON, . €.




No. 649,443,

_ - Patented May 15, 1900.
E. GEOFFRION & C. E. BELANGER. '

VOTING MACHINE.

(Application filed Mar, 4, 1898.;
(No Model.) :

6 Sheets—Shest .4,

e et 111 FN (N
QU L L
'w “ N
oV
M 0O
===\
._‘:ﬁ. "'\
HT A, ST
NN
T\
|kl g8
AIIRBR LR S — AN
T 7 i ™ 3

\
SR
X Gealfrion «
(Pitnesses: )#) éw%* ;@ngr KN ventors,
harles Edouard Delangety
Tt ‘ B D7 taniine ot
TR S ot ~
— D

—

_Their Atterneys.

THE MORRIS PETERS €O, PHOTG-LITHO., WASHINGTON, D. €,




No. 649,443, Patented May 15, 1900.
E. GEOFFRION & C. E. BELANGER.
VOTING MACHINE.

(Application filed Mar. 4, 1899.,
(No Model.) 6 Sheets—Sheet 5.

E¥ves b Geoffrion ap
9 5@\0(‘\(/5 kdouaﬂﬁz@se\njln\)enfors

il e P anine

2 S

——

‘-@ B/ dheiy SAtterneys.




No. 649,443, Patented May 15, 1900.
E. GEOFFRION & C. E. BELANGER.
VOTING MACHINE.

. (Application filed Mar. 4, 1898,
{Ho Model.) 6 Sheets—Sheet €.

Fre 16, \
1
>

MW %

Witnesses; ‘6 ’ » Egnest Geoffrion a,)  Inventers

%7 acles f‘auuda‘tﬁa(}nge\”.
% , Lt e I Htanine
HferasiS. @J%

—ca D ; fba. ¢ oAtorneys.




(523

15

20

25

30

35

UNITED STATES

PateENT OFFICE.

ERNEST GEOFFRION AND CITARLES E.

BELANGER, OF MONTREAT, CANADA.

VOTING-MACHINE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 649,443, dated May 15, 1900,
Application filed March 4, 1899, Serial No, 707,817, (No modsl)

To all whom it may concern.:

_ Be it known that we, ERNEST GEOFFRION
and CHARLES EDOUARD BELANGER, subjects
of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain,
residing in the city and distriet of Montreal,
Province of Quebee, Canada, have invented
certain new and useful Improvementsin Vot-
ing-Machines; and we do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same,

Our invention relates to improvements in
voting-machines.

One object of our invention is to provide a
construction by means of which a vote will
be registered for the candidate for whom the
voter is voting and on the register of the to-
tal number of voters, at the same time giving
an indieation of the voting by sounding an
alarm,

A further object is to provide a construe-
tion in which when the voting-lever has been
depressed it will become automatically locked
and cannot be again operated until released.

A further object is to provide a construe-
tion by means of which it is possible for the
person in charge of the machine to determine
whether or not the voting-levers are in oper-
ative or inoperative position.

A further object is to provide a construc-
tion by means of which the operating-handles
which are exposed during the use of the ma-
chine can be readily removed and the open-
ing through which said lever operates auto-
matically closed to prevent any access to the
interior of the voting-machine.

A further object of our invention is to pro-

- vide a construction which is neat and attract-
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ive in appearance, durable in construction,
simple and efficient in operation, and which
can be made at a moderate cost.

To these and other ends our invention con-
sists in the improved construction and com-
bination of parts hereinafter fully described,
and particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which simi-
lar numerals of reference indicate similar
parts in all of the views, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of our improved machine, the

cap or cover being removed in order that the
mechanism may be more clearly shown. Fig.
2 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view of
our machine, taken on the line 2 2 of Fig. 5.
Iig. 3 is a horizontal sectional view taken
centrally through the counting-wheels. TFig.
4 is a vertical cross-sectional view taken on
the line 4 4 of Fig. 8. Fig. 5 is a similar view
taken on the line 5 5 of Fig. 3 looking toward
the front of the machine. Tig. 6 is a hori-
zontal sectional view taken on the line 6 6 of

55
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Fig. 4. Tig. 7 is a view taken on the line 7 -

7 of Fig. 2. Tig. 8 is a detail of the locking-
arms and their operating mechanism. Fig.
9 is a perspective detail of the mechanism
for operating the total-vote register. Fig.
10 is a horizonial sectional view of the same,
taken on the line 10 10 of Fig. 9. Fig. 11 is
a detail of the front end of one of the voting-
levers. Fig. 12 is a detail of the rear end of
the lever used to return the mechanism to its
normal position. TIig. 13 is a detail of the
spring-pawl for moving the voting mechan-
ism forward. Fig. 14 isa detail of the mech-
anism for preventing the return of the voting
mechanism after it has been moved forward
during the voting operation. Tig.15isade-
tail showing the construction of the band con-
taining the indicating-band. Fig. 16 is an
enlarged view showing the mechanism for
preventing the depressing of more than one
handle. Fig.17isa similar view showing the
parts in position when one of the handles is
depressed. Fig. 18 is a perspective view of
the mechanism shown in Fig. 16. Fig. 19 is
a detail of the guides for the slides shown.
There have been heretofore several voting-
machines devised which are adapted to reg-
ister the vote of the people by means of the
pressing downward of levers or the pushing
of buttons; but in each of these constructions
it is intended that a plurality of candidates
be voted for, together with a plurality of of-
fices which are to be filled. This necessitates
the use of an exceedingly-complicated ma-
chine, which performs its work only when the
machine is used in its entirety. Machines of

this character are not suitable for use where
there are but two candidates, as they tend to
complicate instead of facilitating the progress
of the election. ’ .

The present construction is intended pri-
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marily for use with two or more candidates,
and a machine of this class can Dbe readily
used in assemblies, Houses of Parliament, &e.,
as well as for general elections, the machine
being so construectsd as to be compact and
easily transported.

To enable a better understanding of the
drawings, we now present a detail description
of the invention as disclosed in the drawings.

1 designates a casing formed of the sides 2
and 3, the front 4, the back 5, and top and
bottom 6. The top and bottom and the sides
2 and 5 are fixedly secured together, whils the
front is formed in two parts, one of which
(designated as at 7) is removably secured to
the sides, as shown, while the portion of the
back designated as 8 is removably securcd at
the back of the device. These are formed
in this manner for a purpose hereinafter de-
seribed.,

‘Within the casing is mounted 4 transverse
shaft 9, on which are secured the individual
counting-wheels 10, having their peripheries
arranged with numbers placed thereon con-
secutively, the numbering on each wheel be-
ing similar. The wheels 10 are formed sub-
stantially as shown in Fig. 8 in cross-sec-
tion, the outer side of each of said wheels be-
ing provided with a series of extending por-
tions 11, each of which is formed with teeth
12. The teeth 12 are arranged to rotate said
wheel by the mechanism presently to be de-
scribed and also serving to form a stop
against the return movement of said wheel,
the larger toothed portion serving to move
the wheel forward, while the smaller toothed
portion prevents said wheels returning.

The wheels 10 are adapted to be actuated
by means of suitable nprights 13, each of
which is provided with a spring-pawl 14, hav-
ing its free end provided with laterally-ex-
tending portions 15, adapted to pass through
an opening within the upright, as best shown
in Fig. 13. The lower end of the upright 13
is removably sccured to a lever 16, pivotally
mounted at the rear of the machine, as at 17,
sald lever having its [ront end arranged to
receive the voting-bandles 18, said handles
being vemovably secured to said lever, as
shown. "The voting-handles extend out-
wardly through the front of the machine, suit-
able openings 19 being arranged within said
front to allow of the vertical movement of
said handles. As shown in Tig. 11, the con-
nection between the upright 13 and the lever
16 is a loosc one, the end of the upright 13
passing through a suitable slot 20, formed in
the lever 106, said slot allowing of a move-
ment of the end of the upright when said le-
ver is oscillated on its pivot, thereby keeping

the upright in a true vertical position at all

times.

It will be readily seen that when one of the
handles 18 is moved downward the pawl 14
will engage with one of the teeth on the wheel
10, causing said wheel to move on its pivot,

exposing, as hereinafter shown, the next suc-
ceeding number on the periphery of said disk.
To cause said upright 13 to have a true ver-
tical movement, we provide suitable rolls 21,
pivotally mounted on the side, said rolls be-
ing adapted to embrace said uprights 13. To
prevent the return rotary movement of said
wheels 10, we provide a suitable catch 22,
formed substantially as shown in Fig. 14.
This catch comprises a pivotally - mounted
pawl 23, said pawl being adapted to be held
in contact with the teeth 12 of the extend-
ing portion 11 by means ol a spring 24, the
pawl and spring being mounted within a
suitable casing 25, as shown. As shown in
Figs. 4 and 5, the cateh is secured to the

sides 2 and 3, the pawl 23 extending into
the path of movement of the teeth 12 of

the extending portions 11, said pawl allow-
ing a wheel to move in one direction, be-
ing the movement forwardly, but prevent-
ing such movement rearwardly in an obvions
manner. By this construction it will be scen
that the wheels 10 may have a rotatory move-
mentinonedirection, butceanhavesuch move-
ment only a distance of one tooth, the move-
ment of one iooth earrying a new number
into sight. It will also be seen that by the
construction of the pawl 23 in the manner
shown the wheel ean only move forward one
tooth, the voting-handles being regulated to
impart a vertical movement to the upright 13
to a limited extent, the friction of the pawl
23 preventing any liability of the wheel be-
ing carried forward more than one tooth by
giving a quick impulse to the voting-handles.

In machines of this character it is desirable
that in addition to the number of individ-
ual voting-wheels used a total-wheel be pro-
vided, by means of which it is capable of au-
tomatically registering the total number of
votes for both candidates in order that a true
statement may be had and also by means of
which comparison may be made to ascertain
if the combined vote of the two candidates
tally with that of the total number of voters
voting. In the present construction this is

accomplished by wmeans of the mechanism

which is now to be deseribed.

26 designates a circular disk pivotally
mounted to the portion 7of the front 4, as best
shownin [Fig.5. Thedisk 26 hasa rearwardly-
extending flange 27, which has its edge por-
tion arranged with teeth 28. The face of the
flange 27 is provided with a series of radially-
extending pins or teeth 29, which are adapted
to enter into suitable openings 80, arranged
within a steel band 31, which partially en-
circles said flange, said band extending down-
wardly and around suitable idlers 32, secured
near the lower end of the portion 7, as hest
shown in Fig. 7. By the use of the pins or

teeth 20 and the opening 30 it will be readily
seen that any movement of the disk 26 will
cause said steel band to move in acorrespond-
A suitable hand 33, prefer-

ing direction.
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ably formed of rubber, is secured to the face
of the band 31 in order that said band 33 may
have a movement similar to and with said
steel band. The front face of the band 33 is
provided with a series of consecutively-ar-
ranged numbers, as shown, said numbers be-
ing adapted to be exposed successively, as
hereinafter set forth.

To rotate the disk 27, we provide the con-
straction best shown in Figs. 9 and 10 of the
drawings, which eonstruction we will now de-
seribe.

34 designates a partition mounted horizon-
tally within the casing near the top of the
machine. To the underside of this partition
and at one side thereof is mounted a casing
35, formed substantially as shown in Fig. 9.
‘Within the casing 35 and extending verti-
cally through the partition. 84 is a rod 36,
having a forwardly-extending angular por-
tion 37, to the end of which is secured a

-spring-pawl 88, formed similar to the pawl 15..

A spring 39 is located on the rod 36 between
the casing 35 and the arm or portion 37, said
spring serving to normally hold said rod in
its raised or upper position. The rod is also
provided with laterally-extending arms 40,
which are adapted to be acted upon by the
angular portion 41 of the upright 13. By
this construetion it will be readily seen that
when the voting-handles are pressed down-
ward the angular extensions 41 of the upright
13 will be drawn downwardly by the move-
ment of said handles, thereby drawing the
rod downwardly against the action of the
spring 39, the drawing-down movement of
said rod causing the pawl 38 to contact with
the teeth 28, causing the disk 26 to move the
distance of one tooth, which exposes the next
succeeding number on the face of the band
33. Upon release of the voting-handles the
spring 39 will foree the rod 36 upwardly and
place it in position for the next downward
movement of the voting-handles and the up-
rights 18. As both uprights arve connected
operatively to the arm 40, it will be seen that
this downward movement of the rod 36 will
be had regardless of which of the uprights 13
may be pressed downward.

To prevent a return movement of the disk
20, we place a suitable spring-stop 42 on the
front 4, said spring havingits free end located
in the path of movement of the teeth 28,
which allows of a movement of the disk 26 in
one direction, but which prevents its move-
ment in the opposite direction, the free end
of said spring engaging with one of the teeth.

In order that no voter may be able to vote
successively for one candidate, it is necessary
that the voting-handle be locked.in a posi-
tion where it will be impossible to move it
until unlocked, the unlocking being at a point
where the voter cannot manipulate it. This
locking mechanism is preferably formed as
shown in Fig. 8, consisting of the frame 43,
within which are mounted two spring-bolts

[V

44, adapted to normally extend outwardly
from the frame into the path of movement of
the voting-handles. Theseboltsarearranged
so that when the voting-handle is depressed
the handle will cause the bolt 44 located in
its path of movement to be forced inwardly
on its bearing, allowing the voting-handles
to pass below the bolt. Immediately upon
its passage past the bolt the spring located
on said bolt will cause the bolt to be moved
forwardly over the voting-handles, thuslock-
ing said handle in position, the movement of
thehandle having recorded the vote and at the
same time the number of the vote, as herein-
before set forth. To release said handles, we
connect the inner end of said bolt to a suit-
able rocking lever 45, pivotally mounted, as
at 46, the connection being by means of suit-
able chains or ropes 47, as shown in Fig. 4.
The rear end of the lever 45 is provided with
a removable handle 48, which extends out-
wardly through the rear of the casing, a suit-
able slot 49 being formed for its passage
therethrough and also to allow of its move-
ment on its pivot. The lever 45 is held nor-
mally in an inoperative position by means of
a suitable spring 50, interposed between the
under side of said lever in rear of its pivot-
point and the bottom 6, as shown in Fig. 5.
From this it will be seen that when either of
the voting-handles are moved downward, the
handles being held in a downward position by
means of the bolts 44 when itis desired to re-
lease said bolt, the rear end of the lever 45,
or rather the handle 48, is depressed, raising
the forward end, which causes the chain 47
to draw the bolts inward until said bolts are
out of the path of movement of the voting-
handle,whereupon aslide-plate 51 at the front
of the casing will cause said handle to move
upward, the plate 51 being provided with a
spring 52 for this purpose, the spring 52 and
plate 51 being adapted to hold said voting-
handles in their upper position.

As itis essential that notice be given to the
keepers of the election that a vote has been
recorded, we place on the npper side of the
parfition 54 a suitable bell 53, having its
mechanism so arranged that upon the draw-
ing downward of a pawl beyond a predeter-
mined distance the bell mechanism will op-
erate and sound the gong, the parts return-
ing to their normal position when the handle
has been released. This mechanism is oper-
ated by meansof asuitableframe 54, hingedly
connected Lo the under side of the partition
34. This frameis connected to the bell mech-
anism and has forwardly-extending arms 55
located below the angular extension of the
uprights 13, as shown in the drawings. This
construction causes the frame to be moved
oroscillated downwardly each time either one
ofthe voting-handlesisoperated, which down-
ward movement of the frameserves to sound
the alarm to indicate that a vote has been
made, thus indicating algso to the officer of
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the eleetion that it is necessary to release the
voting mechanism in order that the next voter
may be able to vote.

As an additional indicator we provide the
rear of the machine with a suitable opening,
On the inner side of the back are arranged
suitable guides 56, said guides being located
on opposite sides of said opening. Mounted
to have a vertical movement within said
guides is a suitable plate 57, having its face
which rides against the back 8 provided with
suitableindicating-marks, suchascolors, said
marks Dbeing distinguishable through the
opening. Said plate is connected to one end
of a cord or a series of* cords which lead up-
ward and forwardly over suitable pulleys and
downwardly inside of the front 4, the free
end of said cord being connected to the levers
16. A suitable spring 58 is also connected to
said plate and to the back, said spring serv-
ing to normally hold said plate in alower po-
sition, where but one of the marks can be seen
through the opening in the back. When
either of the levers 16 is depressed during the
operation of voting, the downward movement
ol said lever causes the cord to be drawn upon,
thusraising the plate 57 within its guide, mov-
ing the mark formerly seen through the open-
ing out of its position in rear of said opening,
bringing into view through said opening the
remaining mark. As long as the voting-le-
vers are at their depressed position said sec-
ond mark will be in position to beseen through
the opening and will remain in such position
until the lever 45 is operated to release the
voting-handles, whereupon the spring 58 will
move said plate to its initial position. By
this means it will be possible for the officer of
theelection to disregard the sound of the gong,
yet be able to distinguish as to whether the
votehasbeenregistered and the leverslocked.

As heretofore stated, the voting-handles 18
and the removable handles 48 are removably
connected totheirrespective levers. The ob-
ject of this removal is to so close the interior
of the machine as to prevent any access there-
to after the election has been closed. Thisis
accomplished by means of the plate 60, mount-
ed in suitable guides 61, said plates being
adapted to be forced downwardly by reason
of springs 62, interposed between the top of
said plate and a suitable support 63. One of
said plates is located above each of said han-
dles, and when the handles are removed and
withdrawn from the lever to which they are
connected and from the machine said plates
will automatically pass downward within the
casing, and thereby close the opening for the
passageofsaidhandle. It willbeunderstood,
of course, that these plates will move during
the operation of the handle; but as the plate
rests on the handle there will be no deleteri-
ous effect from such movement of said plate.
Upon removal of the handles they are placed
within a suitable receptacle 64, provided on
the inner side of the back 8, said receptacle
being closed by means of a suitable door 65,

A 649,448

whieh is normally kept locked and can be
opened only by the proper officer.

The front of the machine is provided with
suitable openings,through which the numbers
located on the wheels 10 and the disk 26 may
be seen, the opening being large enough to
allow of the inspection of but one number,
this number being the number of the last
vote. These openings are kept closed during
the period of voting by means of suitable
caps 606, which caps are secured thereon prior
to the commencement of voting and are re-
moved after the voting is finished, where-
upon an inspection of the exposed numerals
will give the total vote of each candidate,
besides giving a register of the number of
persons who have voted.

If desired, the casing may be provided with
suitable openings 67, as shown in Fig. 1, by
means of which the sound of the bell may be
more easily heard.

As it is necessary that meais may be pro-
vided for preventing the depressing of more
than one of the handles at the same time in
order that no inaccuracies in the recording
of the vote may oceur, we provide the follow-
ing-described mechanism:

The slide-plate 51 (one of whichis provided
for each operating-handle) is mounted in
guides 68, secured on the sides of the easing
and in guides 69, formed within a supporting-
frame 70, located intermediate the handles.
This plate is formed substantially as shown
in Figs. 16, 17, and 18 of the drawings, being
located below the handle and subjected to its
movement. The frame 70 is provided with a
plurality of guides 69, as shown in Fig, 19,
and is also provided with a slot 71, within
which is pivotally mounted a toothed wheel
72. The toothed wheel 72 is adapted to be
rotated by means of suitable depending tooth-
bars 73, one of which issecured on each plate
51, said bars 73 being pressed inwardly to-
ward the wheel 72 by means of springs 74,
as shown. The normal position of the slide-
plate 561 is as shown in Iig. 16, in which po-
sition the teeth of the bar 73 are out of en-
gagement with the wheel 72, caused by the
use of inclined guides 75, formed on the frame
70, which contact with the inclined face 76
of the bars 73. As will be readily seen,when
one of the handles is depressed the slot 51
will be forced downward, carrying with it the
bar 73, which by the action of the spring 74
will contact with the wheel 72, the downward
movement causing the wheel to be rotated,
this movement continuing until the handle
passes below the bolt 44, which locks the han-
dle, as hereinbefore set forth. When in this
position, any attempt to forece another handle
downward will be frustrated, as it will be
impossible to move the opposite bar 73 down-
ward. Should the attempt be made to force

both handle-bars down at the same time,
neither could pass downward, as the wheel 72
cannot rotate in both directions at the same
Upon the release of the handle 18 the

time.
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spring 52 will eause it to move upwardly, al-
lowing the bars 73 to pass upwardly, the in-
clined faces 75 and 76 causing the bar to
move away from the wheel 72.

‘While we have shown the front of the eas-
ing as removable, yet we do -not limit our-
selves to such construction, but may make
the same a part of the casing, and instead of
forming the rear portion 8§ removable we may
make the same in the form of a door which is
hingedly connected and capable of being se-
curely locked. Where the casing is made
metallic the latter construction is desirable.

The operation of our machine is believed
to be clear; but in order that no doubt may
be had as to such operation we will now pro-
ceed to give a detailed description, the elec-
tion being one where candidates of different
parties are to be voted for.

Thenamesof the candidates are first placed
above the individual- vote - counting - wheels
openings, as shown in Fig. 1, and each of the
wheels 10 and the disk 26 set at the zero-
mark. The cap 66 is placed in position when
the machine is ready for the voting to begin.
Thefirst voter passesinto the voting=booth and
afterdecidingon thecandidate heintends vot-
ing for he presses the proper handle 18, which
serves to move the wheel 10 in rear of the
name of the candidate for whom he is voting
forward one notch, thus causing said wheel
to pass forward and expose the numeral 17
through the opening. At the same time the
total wheel or disk has been moved forward
one notech, exposing the numeral ““1” on the
band 88, making the total vote read ‘17 and
the candidate ‘““1.” Asbeforeexplained, the
pressing down of the voting-handles locks the
mechanism, so that no further vote can be
had until the rocking lever 45 has been op-
erated. When the handle 18 was depressed,
the bell was rung and the plate 57 changed,
thus indicating that the vote has been re-
corded. Upon this voter leaving the booth
the officer of the election operates the rock-
ing lever 44, releasing the handles and plac-
ing the machine in position for voting by the
next voter. If the next voter voted for the
candidate of the other party, the same opera-
tion will be repeated, with the result that
each wheel 10 will expose the numeral ““1,”
while the disk 26 will have the number ¢“2”
exposed. :

‘While we havein this description of theop-
eration stated that numbers will be exposed,
it is to be understood that by reason of the
use of the cap 66 these numbers are not visi-
ble to the voter, the statement as to exposure
being made for the purpose of describing the
operation clearly. _

After all the voters have voted the handles
18 and 48 are removed, and the opening
through which they pass will be closed by the
plates 60. The handles are then placed in
their receptacle 64, which is then locked to
prevent any person except the proper author-
ity from having any access to the interior of

the machine. The cap 66 is now removed,
whereupon the vote for each candidate will
be seen through the proper openings, together
with the total vote, whieh total vote should
equal the vote of the two candidates being
voted for.

When it is again desired to use the ma-
chine, the door is unlocked, the handles 18
and 48 having been taken from their recep-
tacles, after which the plates 60 in the front
of the machine are raised and the handles 18
inserted in their proper position. The wheels
10 and the disk 26 are also rotated to expose
the zero-mark, after which the handle 48 is
inserted through its opening, the plate 60,

which had covered it, having been raised and -

the door closed and locked, the handle 48 be-
ing then placed in its proper position. The
machine iIs then ready for voting and the
voting operation heretofore described takes
place.

The advantages of our construction are
many, including the ease with which the ma-
chine can be operated, its absolute preven-
tion of any ‘““repeating,” the ability to en-
tirely close the machine in order that it may
be kept from being tampered with, the readi-
ness with which the returns can be obtained,
itsneatandattractive appearance, durability
of construction, and its low costof manufac-
tare.

While we have shown the mechanism as ar-
ranged for use with but two candidates, it is
obvious that by inecreasing the number of
wheels 10 and the voting-handles 18 and du-
plicating the independent mechanism of each
handle more candidates may be voted for, and
we desire it to be understood that such addi-
tions will fall within the spirit and scope of
the invention. ‘

While we have herein shown a preferred
form of carrying ourinvention into effect, yet
we do not desire to limit ourselves to such
preferred details of construction, but claim
the right to use any and all modifications
thereof which will serve to carry into effect
the objects to be attained by this invention
in so far as such modifications and changes
may fall within the spirit and scope of our
said invention.

Having thus described ourinvention, what
we claim as new ig—

1. A voting-machine, comprising a casing;
vote-registering mechanism located within

said casing; voting-handles exfending out-

wardly through said casing, said handles hav-
ing a pivotal movement within said casing,
said handles also being removably connected
to the registering mechanism; and means for
automatically closing said casing when said
handles have been removed, substantially as
deseribed.

2. ‘A voting-machine, comprising a easing}
vote - registering mechanism located within
said casing; removable handles connected to
said registering mechanism, said handlesex-
tending outward through the casing; mech-
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anism within said casing adapted to auto-
matically close the opening through which
said handles extend into said casing; and a
receptaclelocated within said casing, and nor-
mally locked, for receiving said handles after
their removal, substantially as deseribed.

3. In a voting -machine, the eombination
with vote-registering mechanism; and han-
dles for imparting movement to said mechan-
ism, each handle operating said mechanism
independently; of a vertically-moving frame
mounted in the path of movement of each
handle, each handle having an independent
frame; a pivotally - mounted rack-bar con-
nected to each frame, each rack-bar being
normally heldinan inoperative position; and
a toothed wheel mounted between said rack-
bars, said wheel being adapted to be rotated
in one direction by the downward movement
of one of said frames and its rack-bar and be
retained in locked position while the frame is
held in its lower position, whereby the re-
maining handles will be prevented from mov-
ing to operate the registering mechanism.

4. In a voting-machine, the combination
with vote-registering mechanism; and inde-
pendently-operating handles toimpart move-
ment to said mechanism; of a series of ver-
tically-moving frames, one for each handle,
located in the path of movement of the han-
dles, each frame carrying a rack-bar pivot-
ally mounted; a toothed wheeladapted to be
actuated by either of said rack-bars, pivot-
ally mounted in juxtaposition to said frames;
means for holding said rack-bars out of en-
gagement with said toothed wheel when said
frames are in their upper positions, said rack-
bars passing into engagement withsaid wheel
upon the downward movement of the frame
and imparting a rotary movement to said
wheel, whereby the remaining rack-bars will
be prevented from operating said wheel while

one rack-baris inoperative conneetion there-
with; and means for returning said frames to
their normal position uponthe release of said
handle.

5. In a voting - machine, the combination
with vote-registering mechanism; and inde-
pendently-operating handles to impart move-
ment to said mechanism; of a series of ver-
tically-moving frames, one for each handle,
located in the path of movement of the hian-
dles, each handle carrying an operating-pawl;
a pivotally-mounted member mounted in the
path of movement of said pawls, said pawls
being held normally out of engagement with
said member, the movement of one of said
pawls into contact with said member serving
to prevent the movement of the remaining
pawls, whereby the movement of more than
one handle to operate said mechanism at the
same time will be prevented.

0. Atotal-register for voting-machines,com-
prising an actuating-disk having its periph-
ery provided withradially-extending pinsg; an
endless band, having openings adapted to ve-
ceive said pins, located on said disk; an end-
less band, having ity edge provided with con-
secutive numbers, secured on said first-men-
tioned band; and means forimparting astep-
by-step movement to said disk.

7. Theeombination witha voting-machine,
having voting- handles removably scceured
therein; of means, located within the casing
of said machine, for automatically closing
the openings through which said handles
pass, when said handles are removed.

In witness whereof we have hereunto set
our hands in the presence ol two witnesses,

ERNEST GEOFEFRION.
CITARLES E. BELANGIIR.
Witnesses: ,
Jo AL MAaRrIoN,
Horacw G. Derrz,
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