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UNITED STATES

PATENT QOFFICE.

ROBERT E. McCONLEY, OF WHITCOMB, WISCONSIN.

LANTERN-HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 649,545, dated May 15, 1900,
AppHeation filed February 13,1900, Serial No.5,085, " (Mo modeld

To all whomn it may concern:

Be itknown that I, ROBERT E. McCONLEY,
acitizen of the United States,residing at Whit-
comb, in the county of Shawano and State of
Wisconsin, have invented a new and useful
Lantern-Holder, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to lantern-holders in
general, and more particularly to that elass
adapted for holding a lantern upon a vehicle,
the object of the invention being to provide
a cheap and simple device which may be en-
gaged with the tongue of a veliicle to hold
the lantern suspended below the tongue, so
that it will throw light upon the road.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a holder which may be engaged with the
frame of an ordinary lantern in the place of
the usunal carrying-bail.

The invention consists of a pair of jaws
formed of wire, the material of one jaw being
bent to form springs which hold the jaws
yieldably in their engaging positions, while
the extremities of the wire of which the sec-
ond jaw is formed are bent inwardly to en-
gage the lantern-frame.
~In the drawing there is shown a perspec-
tive view of the holder engaged with a lan-
tern and illustrating in dotted lines the posi-
tions of the tongue and whiffletree when the
jaws are engaged therewith,

Referring now to the drawing, the hLolder
comprises an upper jaw and a lower jaw, of
which the upper jaw 5 consists of a single
wire bent upon itself to form two parallel
members 6 and 7, having a connecting-web
8. These parallel members 6 and 7 are bent
at right angles to form extensions 9 and 10,
which hold the web 8 in a plane below and
parallel with the plane of the members 6 and
7,the web lying at right angles to these mem-
bers. At asuitable pointintherear of these
downwardly-turned portions 9 and 10 the side
members 6 and 7 are again bent downwardly,
as shown at 11 and 12, to lie substantially
parallel with the portions 9 and 10, respec-
tively, after which they are continued rear-
wardly and parallel to form parallel arms 13
and 14, the ends of which are bowed out-
wardly, as shown at 15 and 16, and the ex-
tremities of which are bent toward each other
to lie in axial alinement, these extremities 17

being adapted to engage perforations in the
frame 18 of the lantern, with which perfora-
tions the bail of the lantern is usunally en-
gaged. The lower jaw of the holder consists
also of a single wire which is bent upon itself
to form side members20and 21, having a con:
necting-web 22,which latter is normally some-
what jonger than the web 8. The central
portion of this web 22 is then bent into U
shape, as illustrated, so that the web com-
prises two end sections 23 and 24, between
which lies the web-section 25, connected
thereto by parallel portions 26 and 27. The
ends of the members 20 and 21 adjacent their
connecting-web are bent upwardly to form
extensions 28 and 29, which correspond to the
extensions 9 and 10 of the upper jaw, after
which these side members are bent upwardly
at right angles to themselves, as shown at 30
and 31, to correspond to the similar portions
11 and 12 of themembers6and7. Themem-
bers are then bent upon themselves alter-
nately in opposite directions to form zigzag
springs 32 and 33, the extremities of which
are formed into eyes 34 and 35, which encir-
cle the portions 15 and 14 of the members ¢
and 7. The wire of the second jaw, adja-
cent the extensions 80 and 31, is connected
with the portions 13 and 14 of the wire of the
upper jaw, adjacent the portions 11 and 12,
by helical wrappings 36 and 37, which per-
mit pivotal movement of one jaw with re-
spect to the other and enable the springs 32
and 33 to exert their influence upon the jaws
to hold them yieldingly in their clamping po-
sitions.

In applying this holder to a vehicle the ex-
tremities 17 of the arms 13 and 14 are disen-
gaged from the lantern-frame, and the holder
is manipulated to cause the upper jaw to en-
gage over the whiffletree, while the lower jaw
engages under the tongue, the whiffletree be-
ingreceived between the portions 9 and 11and
10 and 12 of the upper jaw, while the tongue
is received between the portions 26 and 27 of
the lower jaw and with the portion 25 of the
web against the lower face of the tongue.

It is of course understood that the wires of
which this device is made are of spring ma-
terial, so that the extremities 17 of the arms
13 and 14 will be held in engagement with the
perforations of the lantern-frame, and it will

55

6o

65

70

75

8o

85

go

95

oo



I0

15

20

25

30

29

be further understood that the specific strue-
ture shown may be varied underdifferent con-
ditions and that any suitable materials may
be used.

‘What is claimed is—

1. Alantern-holder comprising twospring-
wires which are pivotally connected and are
bent to form cooperating jaws, one of the
wires being bent at the opposite side of its
pivots from its jaw to form springs and hav-
ing its extremities connected with the second
wire, and the second wire having its ends
adapted for engagement with the frame of a
lantern.

2. Alantern-holder comprising two spring-
wires, both of which are bent to form co6p-
erating jaws, the extremities of which jaws
project toward each other, and which wires
are pivotally connected for movement of the
jaws toward and away from each other, one
of the wires being bent beyond its pivots from
its jaw, to form springs and having its ex-
tremities connected with the second wire, and
the second wire having its extremities bent
inwardly for pivotal connection with perfora-
tions in a lantern-frame.

3. A lantern - holder cowmprising pivoted
members having codperating jaws, said mem-
bers being adapted to stand normally with
their jaws in engaging positions, and the ex-
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tremities of one member opposite to the jaw
thereof being adapted for engagement with
the frame of the lantern. .

4. A lantern-holder comprising two mem-
bers pivotally connected and comprising co-
operating jaws, each of said jaws being formed
from a spring-wire, the ends of one wire be-
ing bent inwardly for engagement with a lan-
tern-frame and the ends of the opposite wire
being bent to form springs and having their
extremities engaged. with the first wire.

5. A lantern-holder comprising two mem-
bers pivotally econnected, each of said mem-
bers consisting of a single wire bent upon it-
self to form side portions and a connecting-
web, each of said wires being bent adjacent
the web to form encireling-jaws, one of the
webs being bent into U shape, one of the wires
having its extremities bent toward each other
for engagement with a lantern-frame, and the
other wire being bent to form a spring and
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having its extremities connected with the

other wire.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 55

the presence of two witnesses.
ROBERT E. McCONLEY.
Witnesses:
FRANK WILLIAMS,
C. H. McDONALD.




