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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PETER J. PAULY, Jr., a
citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Louis, State of Missouri,haveinvented certain
new and useful Improvements in Curtains for
Cabinets, Desks, and the Like, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part hereof.

My invention has relation to improvements
in flexible curtains for cabinets, roller- top
desks, and the like; and it consists in the
novel construction and arrangement of parts
more fully set forth in the specification and
pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a cabinet, showing my invention ap-
plied theretn. Fig. 2 is an end view of the
curtain, showing a number of slats coupled
together. Fig. 3 is a plan of the under side
of the curtain, parts being broken away. Fig.
4 is a plan of the outside of one of the slats.
Fig. 5 is a plan of the hinge-strip broken
away, showing the tongues before they have
been deflected. Fig. 6isa similarviewtaken
from the under side of the strip—that is to
say, the side turned toward the slats. Fig.
71is an under side view of two juxtaposed
slats partly broken away, the hinge-strip be-
ing removed. Fig. 8is an enlarged end view
of one hinge-strip and the ends of two slats
coupled thereto; and Fig. 9 is an under side
view of Fig. 8, the parts being broken away.

The object of my invention is to construct
a flexible metallic curtain for cabinets, desks,
and the like, composed of a series of juxta-
posed metallic slats which shall take the place
of the prevailing wooden curtains composed
of flexible jointed wooden strips or slats well
known in the art. By the use of metallic
slatg the curtain may be made more durable,
less liable to warp, less affected by moisture
or changes in temperature, and, on the whole,
it presents a more desirable and a superior
article,

In detail the invention may be deseribed
as follows:

Referring to the drawings, 11 represent the
substantially-plane faces of the metallic slats
of which my eurtain is composed, the medial

portion of each siat having the inwardly-in-

clined or reéntrant faces 2 2 and the outer
portion having the diverging but inwardly-
inclined faces 3 3, which terminate in thein-
ward longitudinal folds or wings 4 4, disposed
in substantially the same plane. The width
of the faces 1 1 and the distance betweenthe
outer edges of the faces 2 2 are substantially
equal, and the faces 3 3 are substantially the
same dimensions as either of the faces 22, so
that when a series of slats are jointed together

-the outer surfaces of the slats, collectively

forming the curtain, appear to be built up of
a series of strips of uniform width. The ad-
Jjacent longitudinal edges of any two contign-
ous slats will of course have their marginal
folds or wings 4 4 diverge in opposite direc-
tions, and each pair of such diverging folds
is embraced by and interlocked with the in-
wardly turned or deflected folds of a hinge-
stripd. 'The folds of the hinge-strip are des-
ignated by the numeral 6 in the drawings,
and, as clearly shown, they embrace or are
folded over the contiguous wings 4 4 of each
adjacent pair of slats. To retain the hinge-
strip against longitudinal displacement after
the same is once in place, I provide the ter-
minals thereof with tongues 7 7 on either side
of the longitudinal center thereof and clench
the said tongues over the interlocked. folds 4
and 6, and in order to make the tongues when
once bent or clenched to come flush with the
ends of the slats I incise each fold 4 along the
line of fold a distance represented by the
shoulder 8—that is, to a depth equal substan-
tially to the thickness of the metal of the
tongues. The body of the hinge-strip &5 is
therefore shorter than the outer slat by a
length equal to twice the depth of the shoul-
der 8, so that when the terminal tongues 7 7
are deflected and clenched into place the com-
bined length of the body of the strip and the
thickness of the tongues at each end will be
equal to the full length of the slat.

Each hinge-strip 5 is outwardly concave,
as shown, the object of this construction be-
ing to enable the curtain to conform to the
curvatures of the roller 9, (shown dotted in
Fig. 2,) over which it passes in folding around
a corner, as would be the case on a cabinet
such as represented in Fig. 1. The strip 5,
as is obvious, acts as a hinge-pin, the slats
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having a/pwotal connection about the folds
of the same, as is clearly seen in Fig. 2, where
in passing over the roller 9 the sulfaces of
the folds 6 and the faces 3 fold over one an-
other, the outer edge of the fold 6 serving as

a hmO'e line for the wing 4 of the slat.

I do not of course wish to be limited to the
precise contour of the slats or hinge-strips,
as the same may be departed from in a meas-
ure without departing from the spirit of my
invention. ;

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. A curtain comprising a series of juxta-

posed slats having inwardly-deflected folds.

or wings formed along their opposite longi-
tudinal edges, and a hinge-strip having in-
wardly-deflected folds embracing the adja-
cent wings of each pair of slats, %ubstantmlly
as sef forth

2. A curtain comprising 4 series of juxta-
posed slats having inwardly-deflected folds
or wings formed alonof their opposite longi-
tudlnal edges, and a hmO"e -strip having in-
wardly-deflected folds embracmrr the adJa-
cent wings of each pair of slats and forming
a hinge connectlon between said slats, stb-
stantlally as set forth. _

3. A curtain comprising a series of juxta-
posed slats having inwardly-deflected folds
or wings formed along their opposite longi-
tudinal edges, and a longitudinally-concave
hinge-strip having inwardly-deflected mar-
Gmal folds embracing the adjacent wings of
eaeh pair of slats, substa,nblall_y as set forth

-4, A curtain comprising a series of juxta-
posed slats each having two substantially-

plane faces, two medial reéntrant faces, outer
inclined faces, and marginal inwardly-de-
flected longitudinal folds or wings, a longitu-
dinally-concave hinge-strip having inwardly-
deflected marginal folds embracing the adja-
cent wings of each pair of slats, terminal
tongues formed with the hinge - strip and
clenched or folded over the interlocked folds
of the slats and hinge-strips, the ends of the
wings of the slats being cut or incised along
the line of fold a depth equal substantlally
to the thickness of the tongues whereby the
latter when folded over the parts speelﬁed
shall be substantially flush with the ends of
the slats, substantially as set forth.

5. A curtain comprising a series of juxta-
posed slats having inwardly-deflected mar-
ginal folds or wings, a hinge-strip having in-

| war dly-deﬂected folds embracing the adJa-

cent wings of each pairof slats, and terminal
tongues clenched over the ends of the folds
and wings respectively, substantially as set
forth.

6. A curtain comprising a series of juxta-
posed slats having inwardly-deflected mar-
ginal folds or wings, a hinge-strip having in-

w(udly-deﬂected folds emblacmv the adJa-

cent wings of each pair of slats, and means
for 1eta1n1n<r the strip against longitudinal
dlsplacement subs‘mntlally as set fmth

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in plesence of two witnesses.

PETER J. PAULY, Jk.

Witnesses:
EMIL STAREK,
G. L.

BELFRY.
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