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To all whoin tt may concer:

Beitknown that I, EDWARD MIiLLER, 4 citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Vienna
Cross Roads, in the county of Clark and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Coffin Attachments, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention relates
useful improvements in
coffins.

The general object of my invention is to
provide an adjustable device through which
a body may be placed with its arms project-
ing through the device, so that movement of
the body in the casket is prevented and at
the same time the body is prevented from be-
ing withdrawn from the coffin by ghouls, it
being understood that such deviee is secured
to the interior of the casket.

My invention also relates to details of con-
struction and arrangement hereinafter ap-
pearing, and particularly pointed out in the
claims. '

In the accompanying drawings, on which
like reference-letters indicate corresponding
parts, Figure 11is 4 detail perspective view of
a coffin or easket, partly in section to facili-
tate illustration; Fig. 2, a detail enlarged per-
spective view of my coffin attachment, and
Fig. 8 a detail sectional view indicating the
manner in which the attachment is secured
to the coffin.

I am aware that numerous devices have
been employed for maintaining bodies within
coffins or caskets; but in none of them counld
the shoulders or upper portion of a corpse be
leld securely in position and in such a man-
ner that ghouls would be unable to remove
the body without breaking the holding de-
vice.

The letter A represents a pair of metallic
bands which are adapted to cross each other,
as shown in the drawings, and are secured to
each other by means of a rivet B. Theends
of these bands are preferably provided with
a series of holes or openings C, so that the
space between each of the bands may be made
smaller in order that the device may be used
for various-sized persons. A locking-wedge
D has a shank E projecting therefrom, such

to certain new and
an attachment for

shank being screw-threaded to receive upon
it a nut F. At the lower end of the shank is
formed a vectangular base G upon the upper
portion of the wedge, such rectangular base
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being of less width than the top of the wedge, -

thereby forming shoulders H at the upper
end of the wedge. The ends of the bands A
fit over the shank E and upon the rectangu-
lar base G. The wedge D is adapted to pro-
ject between spring-clipsIand J,réspectively,
such spring-clips being notched, as shown at
K. Thesespring-clipsaresecured to the base
of the coffin by means of bolts L or in any
other snitable manner.

In operation the wedge D is forced between
the clips I and J in the notches K. Assoon
as the shoulders H have passed the clips such
clips return to their normal position and en-
gage such shoulders, thereby preventing the
withdrawal of the wedge. In practice these

clips are substantially hidden by the lining-

of the coffin, and the bands are preferably
placed beneath the clothing; thereby remov-
ing from view entirely the holding device.

In practice the bands A are placed upou
the body of a corpse in the manner shown in
Trig. 1, one band extending over one shoulder
and beneath the arm on the opposite side of
the body, whils the other band extends over
the othershounlder and beneath the other arm.
Such bands are tightened about the body as
much as desired, and the shank K is placed
through the proper holes in their ends, when
the nut F is screwed upon the shank down
upon the bands tohold them in position, The
corpse is then dressed, with a suitable open-
ingin the back of the clothing, through which
the shank E may pass, such shank being in-
gerted between the spring-clips Iand Jin
the manner above described. A

This invention is specially designed for use
in connection with coffing which are not bur-
glar-proof, although it may be used in con-
nection with high-priced metallic vaults, and
will act to retain the corpse in a fixed posi-
tion, which is of special advantage, particu-
larly when bodies are to be shipped.

HMaving thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In an attachment for coffins, the combi-
nation with a band having a hole at each end
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thereof, a wedge secured to said endsthrough
said holes, said wedge having a shoulder
thereon, and means secured to a coffin for
engaging with the shoulder of said wedge,
whereby the band is secured in position, all
substantially as shown and described.

2. In an attachment for coffins, the combi-
nation with a pair of bands, of a locking-
wedge secured to said bands, means carried
by said coffin for engaging with said wedge,
all substantially as shown and desecribed. ..

3. In an attachment for coffins, the combi-.

nation with a pair of bands crossing each
other and secured together at such crossing,
a locking-wedge secured to said bands, lock-
ing means for engaging with said wedge to
hiold the wedge and bands in position, said
locking means being secured to a coffin, all
substantially as shown and described.

4. In an attachment for coffins, the combi-
nation with a pair of bandssecured together
at their centers and crossing each other and
having a series of holes at each of their ends,
a wedgehaving a shank projecting therefrom
for fitting within a pair of holes in each of
said bands, anutforserewing upon said shank
for binding said bands to said wedge, a pair
of spring-clips secured to a coffin having a

space between them, said locking-clips adapt-
ed to engage with said wedge, whereby the
bands and wedge are held firmly in position,
all substantially as shown and described.

5. In an attachment for coffins, the combi-
nation with a pair of bands secured to each

. other midway their length and adapted to

cross each other, a series of holes in each end
of said bands for adjusting the space em-
braced by said bands, a locking-wedge hav-

ing-a shank projecting therefrom adapted to

pass through a pair of holes in each of said
bands, a rectangular base at the lower end
of said shank and upon said wedge of less
width than the wedge, a locking-nut for bind-
ing said bands upon said base, spring-clips
mounted adjacent to each other and having
notches opposite each other, said clips en-
gaging with the upper edgesof said locking-
wedge when said wedge is passed between
said elips, all substantially as shown and de-
scribed.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
EDWARD MILLER.
Witnesses:
B. B. ESTERLINE,
W. M. McNaIR.
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