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o wll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY AUGUST HAU-
SINGER, of Galveston, in the county of Gal-
veston and State of Texas, have invented a
new and Improved Index, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

- My invention relates to indexes, particu-
larly to thoseadapted for use with ledgers and
other business-books. - ‘

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and compactindex in which theavail:
able space will be utilized as perfectly as pos-
sible. Toaccomplish thisend, I havedevised
the improved index hereinafter described and
claimed. : _

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawing, which is a broken view of an index-
sheet embodying my invention.

In carrying out my invention I employ a
sheet divided by a network of intersecting
lines ¢ and b into 4 series of horizontal rows
and of vertical columns. By a specially-
prominent horizontal line o' the sheet is fur-

ther divided into two distinet partsorsections.’

Of the vertical columns the first, ¢, (and, if de-
sired, also the last,) contains syllables indi-
cating the beginning of words, and it will be
observed thatin the uppersection d (above the
line a') such syllables or reference-marks con-
sist of two letters only, (““Hwy” in the last
horizontal row meaning “Hw” and ‘‘Hy,”)
while in the lower section d’ the syllables or
reference-marks consistof threeletters. The
vertical columns ¢’ to the right of the column
¢ contain, consecutively, the letters of the al-
phabet, as shown, each letter being in the
upper portion of the corresponding square or

space, and in most of these spaces the lower |

portion contains a printed number ““e,” in-
dicating, for instance, a folio of the ledger, or
said space may be left blank for the insertion
of the proper entry “e” by the bookkeeper.
In some of the spaces of the upper section d,
however, the lower half of the space, instead
of being left blank or filled with the number
‘““e,” contains a designating character, pref-
erably a numeral, as at f, such character be-
ing generally produced in a distinguishing
color—for instance, red—and to prevent con-
fusion the numerals used as such designating
characters have been indicated in the draw-
ing by double lines. There are as many of

' these charactersin the uppersection dasthere
are horizontal rows in the ldwer section d’' be-
longing to the same letter. ' Thus in the in-
dex-sheet for the letter *‘ H,” as partly shown
in the drawing, the lower section d' is sup-
posed to contain fourteen horizontal rows,
only three of which are shown; but the ar-
rangément of the entire sheet will be readily

understood from the further deseription pres-

ently to be given. :

In the lower scction d’ each of the desig-
nating characters ‘‘f” appears again in the
same vertical column with the corresponding
character of the upper section d and in that
horizontal row which corresponds to the let-
‘terin that space of the upper section in which
said character appears. This will be readily
understood by reference to the examples
‘shown in the drawing. Thus the first desig-
nating character “‘f,” the numeral 1,” ap-
pears in the. ““Ha” horizontal row of the up-
per section d under the initial **L.” By fol~
lowing the same vertical column down to the
lower section d' the designating character
will be found in the <“Hal” horizontal row of
the lower section d', said ‘‘Hal” row being
the first from the top. The designating char-
acters ““2” ¢“37 ¢“4” are found, respeectively,
in the second, third, and fourth horizontal
.rows of the lower section and correspond to
the reference-marks ‘“Ham,” “Han,” and
‘“Har,” respectively. Itwillbe readily under-
stood that the fifth horizontal row of the lower
‘section d’ would be for ““Ias,” the sixth for
‘‘Hay,” the seventh for ‘‘Hei,” and so on, as
indicated by the arrangement of the desig-

nating characters ‘“£” in the upper section d.

Inmakingentries on myimproved index (in
case blank spaces are provided) those spaces
of the upper section d in which there are des-
‘ignating characters “£” will not be filled, (a
mistake is impossible, since there is no room
for any entry in such spaces;) but all entries
which would come into said spaces are made
in the proper spaces of the lower section d'.
I desire it to be understood, however, that I
prefer to print the numbers ‘‘e” so that no
entries need be made on the index, thus sav-
ing considerable time and labor. The num-
bers ““e” will of course differ, according to
the capacity of the ledger or other book.

The manner of looking up an entry by
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means of my 1mp10ved index will be obvious.
Let us suppose it is desired to find an entry
relating to ‘‘Haddan.” First we find the

“Ha” row in the upper section d, and then

we follow said row to the space with the let-
ter “D.”

I0

15

357, ieaning that on page 357 of the ledger
or other book there is recorded the particu-
lars of the transaction or other matter relat-
ing to “Haddan.” Nowin case the nameto be
looked upis ¢“Hall,” upon following the ‘‘ Ha™

row to the letter o L”-there-is found the des=-
ignating character “1,” and then ‘the_book- |

keeper follows the vertlcal “I,” golumn to be-
low the line ¢/, where he will find the desig-
nating character “17in the first horizontal

- row and i the “L”.space of said row, where

. 20
P
30
35
40

45

thé entry ** 3637 indicates that the matter re-
lating to ““Hall” is entered on page 363of the
1edger orothier-book. - Similarly, if the name
ig *“ Hainilton,” the designating character ““2”
is found in the “M” space of The *“Ha” row,

and continuing on the vertical **M” column:

to below the line a'the same designating char-
acter ““2” is found in the second or *“Ham”
horizontal row, where, following: to the left

-until the letter *‘I” is reached, the number

€866 is found, indicating the page of the

ledger or other book on which the m atter con-

cermnv “Hamilton” is entered.

Tt will be seen that the index is extremely
simple in construction and use and that by |

a thorough utilization of the available space

I gecure O'Ieat: compacbness and save mueh

labot.

While I have sliown the reference charac-
ters ¢“Ha,” ““ He,” &c.;yarranged in a vertical
coliimin and the lmtlals armnved in longitu-
dinal rows in:an analogous manner to other

indexes, it will be obvious that the ar range-

ment may be ‘reversed without departing
froni the nattre of my invention; and I de-

sire it to be understood that the claims are to.

be interpreted as covering such reversal.
Having thus described my invention, I
claim ‘as new and desire to secure by. Letters

_ Patent— i

1. An index made in two sections havmfr a

" "series of parallel rows with a reference mark

50

55

or'syllable for each row, the reference-marks
of one gection being the same as some of those
of the other seetlon but with the addition of
a letter thereto at the end, and a series of col-

umns crossing all the rows of both sections |
and containing letters in alphabetieal succes-
sion and numbers corresponding to the pag- |-

; mu of a ledger or other book.

In-this space we find the entry.

2. An-index made in two sections having a
séries of parallel rows with a reference mark

or syllable for each row, the reference-marks

of one section being the same as some of those

~of the other section; but with the-addition of-

a letter thereto at the end, and a series of col-
umns crossing “all the rows-of “both sections
and containing letters in alphabetical succes-
sion, the spaces formed by the intersection
of the columns and rows being also adapted

t0 Gontain numbers eorrespondmo to the pag-
-ing of a ledger or oether book.

3.. An indeéx made in two sections havmg a
series of parallel rows with a reference mark
or syllable for each row, the reference-marks
of one section being the same as some of those
of the other seetlon but with the addition of
a letter thiereto; and a series of columns cross-
ing all the rows of both sections and conbaini-
ing letters in alphabetical sticcession; sundry
of t;he spaces or squaresin the sectlon having

‘the shorter reference-marks, béing prov1ded

with designating characters, and each desig-
nating charaoter being répeatéd in that row
of the other section (having the loiiger refer-
ence-mairks) in which the additional of final
letter of the reference-mark is identieal with
the letter of the alphabet. which appears in
the same space as said designating character

-in the section having the shmtex reference-

marks.

4. An index madeé in two sections ha.vmw a
series of parallel rows with a reference mark
or syllable for each row, the réference-marks
of one section being the samé as some of those
of the othet section, but with the addition of
aletter thereto, and a series of ¢olimns éross-
ing all the rows of both sections and c¢ontain-
ing letters in alphabetical sucéession; sundry
of the spaces orsquares in the section having
the shorter reference-marks; being provided
with designating characters, and eaeh desig-
nating charaetel being repeated in that row
of 1he other section (hax ing the longer refer-
ence-marks) .in which the addlmonal of final
letter of the reference-mark is identical with
the letter of the alphabét which appears in
the same space as said desighating character
in the section having the shorter réference-
marks, each two corresponding designating
charactersappearing in the same coluimn coin-
mon to both sections.

HENRY AUGUST HAUSINGER

" Witnesses:
S. G. BURNETT
H. C. HENCK.
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