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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ERNEST N. HUMPHREY,

a citizen of the United States, residing at
New Britain, county of Hartford, and State
of Connecticut, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Clasps; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of thisspecification, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.
This invention relates to improvements in
clasps for garment-supporters, and especially
to that class having two members or jaws
pivotally connected together, held closed by
spring-pressure. '

- ‘The invention has for its objeet to reduce

the cost and simplify the manufacture of de-
vices of this character as well as to provide
a device which will have a firm grip on either
thiek or thin goods.

To this end the invention consists in cer-
tain novel details of construection and com-
binations and arrangements of parts, all as
will be now described, and the particular fea-
lures of novelty pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a longitudinal sectional view of a clasp em-
bodying the present improvements. Fig. 2

‘is a detail perspective view of the members

of the clasp separated.

Similar letters of reference in both figures
indicate the same parts.

The letter A indicates the upper and B the
lower member or jaws of the clasp, formed
of sheet metal, pivotally connected together
and provided with the usual holding-teeth
at their forward edges. The lower jaw is
provided at the rear end with means for at-
tachment to the garment-supporter or other
article in eonnection with which the clasp
may be used. Near the forward end of the
lower jaw portions of the metal are struck
up, forming lugs or projections b, there be-
ing, preferably, two, both inclined slightly
backward, as shown clearly in Fig. 1. Back

of the lugs b a third lug is formed, prefer- |

ably by striking out a portion of the plate
itself, such portion being turned back or
rolled over to form around bearing, asshown

clearly at b% Fig. 1, for the spring, as will
presently be explained. The spring C for
holding the jawsclosed is preferably flatand
of suitable size to lie between the jaws.
The forward end of the spring is held by
backwardly-inclined lugs b, and at an inter-
mediate point it bears upon the support or
bearing 0% its rear end pressing upwardly
against the under side of the upper jaw A,
which latter is preferably curved downward
slightly at the edge to prevent the spring
from slipping out. ,

‘With the parts arranged as described when
the rear ends of the jaws are pressed toward
each other to open the clasp the spring will
be put under tension by being bent over
the bearing or projection on the lower jaw.
When the pressure is relieved, the spring
will assert itself and close the front ends of
the jaws. The pivotal connection between
the jaws is preferably, though not neces-
sarily, formed by pivot-lugs H on one jaw,
bent inwardly through bearings or apertures
I in the other jaw. Thus no pin bridges the
central space and the action of the spring is
not interfered with.

It will be seen that the clasp is exceedingly
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simple, consisting of but three parts, and at .

the same time it is strong and the spring
firmly held in place when so desired without
the employment of a pivot-pin. :

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A clasp embodying a pair of jaws piv-
otally connected at an intermediate point in
their length, one of said jaws having a lug
on its inner side near the forward end, a
spring having its forward end confined be-
neath said lug and its opposite end engaging
the opposite jaw in rear of the pivotal point
and a support or bearing above the surface
of the jaw upon which the spring rests at an
intermediate point, whereby when the for-

ward ends of the jawsare separated the spring

will be put under tension; substantially as
described. -

2. A clasp embodying & pair of jaws piv-
otally connected at an intermediate point by
lugs on one jaw engaging bearings on the
opposite jaw, one of said jaws having a rear-
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wardly-inclined lug near its forward end and |
a lug or bearing at an intermediate: point.and: |

a spring having its forward end confined be-

neath the rearwardly-inclined lug, resting on

the bearing at an intermediate point and en-

gaging. the opposite jaw in rear of the pivot;

substantially as deseribed. . . .-
3. A clasp embodying a pairof jaws pw-
otally connected at an intermediate point in

their length, one of said jaws having a rear- |
wardly-inclined lug on its inner side near the .|
forward end and a lug or bearing at an inter= |

mediate pomt sa.ld lugs bemo struek dp from
the metal of the:jaw, and a spring having its
forward end confined beneath the rearwar dly-
.inclined lug, resting on the bearing at an in-
termediate point a,nd engaging the opposwe
jawin the rear of the plvob substantmlly as
descmbed

ERNEST N. IIUMPIIREY

Witnesses:
STANLEY PARKER,
— SADIE L. FINNIGAN :
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